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Iowa DOT History Timeline 

http://wwwa.iowadot.gov/history/home.html 



The Iowa Department of Transportation 



2 Names, Several Additions, 1 Address (for 90 years) 

Photos from Iowa DOT Digital Archives and  

Iowa State University Geographic Information Systems Support & Research Facility  
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2 Names, Several Additions, 1 Address (for 90 years) 

Leighton Christiansen 



Iowa DOT History Highlights 

http://wwwa.iowadot.gov/history/home.html 





Iowa in the Mud 



Iowa’s Primary Roads, 1920-1930 

Year Miles Paved Gravel Dirt 

1920 6619    67   792 5760 

1921 6616  236 1157 5224 

1922 6615  334 1558 4723 

1923 6641  419   1889 4333 

1924 6660  502 2164 3994 

1925 6674  569 2461 3644 

1926 6654  650 2818 3186 

1927 6665  940 3226 2499 

1928 6761 1625 3221 1915 

1929 6770 2317 3137 1216 

1930 7274 3272 2863 1139 
 

(Source: Transportation in Iowa: A Historical Summary. William H 

Thompson. Page 183.) 

Pavement’s Progress 



Increased weights, few building codes 







Trivia Break 1: Cars & Drivers 

The first automobiles in Iowa were showcased at 

the Linn County Fair in 1899, and were slow to 

catch on in the state.  

In what year did Iowa first require cars to be 

registered and display license tags or plates?   

A. 1900 

B. 1904 

C. 1908 

D. 1912 



Trivia Break 1: Cars & Drivers 

B. 1904 

Leather License Plates http://www.leatherlicenseplates.com/Iowa_files/107_0275_1.JPG 



Trivia Break 1: Cars & Drivers 

How many cars were registered in 

Iowa in 1904? 

A.1 

B.582 

C.931 

D.1398 



Trivia Break 1: Cars & Drivers 

C. 931 

https://sites.google.com/site/mitchellcohistoricalsociety/cedar-valley-memories 



Iowa’s Historic Auto Routes 



Johnson County  

Auto Routes 



Iowa City’s 

Auto 

Routes 



Trivia Break 1: Cars & Drivers 

When was the first automobile crash 

fatality in Iowa? 

A.1903 

B.1905 

C.1907 

D.1909 



Trivia Break 1: Cars & Drivers 

B. 1905 



2013: 317 



Iowa’s 511 

http://www.511ia.org/ 



Other Modes of Transport in Iowa 

Water 

Rail 

Trail 

Transit 

Air 



Iowa Water Navigation 



Iowa City Water Navigation 1841 

Mildred Pelzer, “Steamboat Ripple arrives,”  iagenweb.org/johnson/PostcardHibbs/Postcard16.htm 



Iowa Water Navigation 1860s 

Transportation in Iowa, Thompson, 7 



Iowa Population 1850s 

Transportation in Iowa, Thompson, 41 



Iowa Population 1870s 

Transportation in Iowa, Thompson, 41 



Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division. http://memory.loc.gov 

Iowa Rail Development and Impact 



Iowa City Rail 

http://iagenweb.org/johnson/PostcardHibbs/Postcard29.htm 

Doug Jones, Public Domain  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:SteamAtRockIsl

andDepot.JPG  



Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division. http://memory.loc.gov 

Iowa Rail Facts 

 

• Rail miles, 1860: 700 

• Rail miles, 1880: 5,400 

• Rail miles, 1915: 10,500 

• Rail miles, 2011: 3,893 

 
 



Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division. http://memory.loc.gov 

Iowa and the Underground Railroad 



What Do We Do with Abandoned Rail Lines? 

Rails to Trails 

http://www.iowadot.gov/iowarail/railroads/maps/RR_to_Trails_07.pdf 



Iowa’s Public Transit 

http://www.iowadot.gov/transit/interactive_map.html 



• First manned balloon - Hercules – 1856 

• First man-carrying glider – 1898 

• First powered airplane – 1910 

• First licensed Black male pilot – 1924 

• Iowa Aeronautics Commission – 1945 
 

Iowa Aviation Events 

http://www.earlyaviators.com/banning.jpg 



Trivia Break 2: Iowa Contributions to 

National Transportation 

A. Dune Buggy 

B. Tree planter 

C. Corn detasseler 

D. Slip-form paver 

What 

is 

this? 



Trivia Break 2: Iowa Contributions to 

National Transportation 

D. Slip-form paver 

http://www.iowadot.gov/50thpages/featured_articles.aspx?article=article3.txt 



Which of these was first designed and deployed in Iowa? 

Trivia Break 2: Iowa Contributions 

to National Transportation 



Trivia Break 2: Iowa Contributions 

to National Transportation 



http://wwwa.iowadot.gov/history/home.html 

Iowa DOT History Highlights:  

Recent Decades 

The Sioux Calumet 



http://www.iowadot.gov/iowariverbridge/Downloads/article.pdf 

Iowa DOT History Highlights:  

Recent Decades 

The U.S. 20 Bridge at the Iowa River 



http://www.iowadot.gov/iowariverbridge/servlet/com.hntb.cs.servlets6689.html 

Iowa DOT History Highlights:  

Recent Decades 

The U.S. 20 Bridge at the Iowa River 



The Future?  

Bettendorf, Iowa roundabout: Google Maps 

http://www.iowadot.gov/iowarail/passenger/visionplan.htm 

http://www.iowadot.gov/roundabouts/roundabouts.htm 

http://www.iowadot.gov/mvd/ods/flashingyellowarrow.html 



http://www.iowadot.gov/iowarail/passenger/visionplan.htm 

Future Passenger Rail?  



http://www.iowadot.gov/roundabouts/roundabouts.htm 

Future Roundabouts  

http://www.ctre.iastate.edu/pubs/8.5x11BROCHURE.pdf 



http://www.iowadot.gov/mvd/ods/flashingyellowarrow.html 

Future Flashing Yellow Left Arrows 

Stop and wait your 

turn 

 

Left turn about to 

become red 

 

Yield to oncoming 

traffic and pedestrians 

 

Make Left turn, 

oncoming traffic is 

stopped. 



http://www.iowadot.gov/travel.html#/winterdriving 

Current Snowplow Locations 

Go to Winter Driving 

page 

 

Click on “Snowplow 

Locations” 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4b/TowPLow_front_view2.JPG 



Your Turn: 

DOT History Conversations 

You can: 

• Learn more  

• http://www.iowadot.gov/history/home.html 

• Comment on a story 

• Share using Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest 

• Email: dot.library@dot.iowa.gov 

• Put a stamp on it:  
• Iowa DOT Library, attn: 100th Anniversary, 800 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA 

50010 

 



Thank you. 

Questions? 

www.iowadot.gov/history/home.html 

Celebrating Transportation 

History in Iowa 
Being a Short Travelogue on The Iowa DOT Librarian’s Experience 

in Cultural Outreach & Notes to Future Travellers 


