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Presentation Notes
Samantha Gibson is the Engagement and Use Coordinator at DPLA, where she works to connect diverse public audiences with the collections, exhibits, and resources of DPLA through social media, outreach initiatives, and the development of educational resources for teachers and students. Prior to DPLA, Samantha worked in museum education at the Museum of African American History, Boston and Nantucket, Brooklyn Historical Society, and the Museum of the City of New York. Samantha holds a M.A. in Public History from New York University and a B.A. in History from American University in Washington, D.C.  As a New Jersey native, Samantha’s current favorite DPLA item is this photo of her hometown represented at the New York World’s Fair in 1940.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Framed this presentation as a broad introduction to the Digital Public Library of America – who we are, what we do, what we’re working on right now.

Happy to pause for questions throughout if there are areas you are interested in learning more about or exploring in more detail.

Images:
Nelson Mandela, DLG - http://dp.la/item/8d65d48d8e1c580cb4da30a23f949fdc
Boston Tea Party, DC - http://dp.la/item/b7807750c2cbb83d01bd29f289097e5d
New Woman, NCDHC - http://dp.la/item/3ea9a4f89a9fb44e83c99359b6d2ae35
Red Bird Line Broadside, ESDN - http://dp.la/item/c48a9170a722b29f77620e8c65c79398
US & Texas map – PTH - http://dp.la/item/4745e1bcc1d8a1b4b8b0ec4eb9496829




+ 
What is DPLA? 

 A free, national digital library 
that provides access to 
materials from libraries, 
archives, and museums across 
the US 

 A network of partners who 
make their content available 
through a single website 

 Over 13 million items 

 2,000 contributing institutions 

 30 Content and Service Hubs 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But let’s start at square one – What is DPLA?





+ 
What is DPLA? 

 4 P’s of DPLA 
 a network of PARTNERS 
 a PORTAL 
 a PLATFORM 
Advocate for a PUBLIC  
  Option 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Acknowledge cheesiness of ‘4 P’s’ – but a helpful framework for thinking about what DPLA is and our approach to our work in different contexts.

CUE ‘PARTNERS’

Explain how “network of partners” works using graphic.
Content Hubs contribute their own large collections only (NARA, NYPL – HathiTrust and Internet Archive also fall into this category)
Service Hubs aggregate smaller collections and institutions – often state or regionally based.  Here in Massachusetts, Digital Commonwealth.  In Texas, Portal to Texas History.




+ 
A Network of Partners 

dp.la/info/hubs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dedicated to continuing to “fill in the map”
For more information about our hubs or how to become a hub, visit the website.



+ 
What does it offer? 

 Art 
 Books 
 Maps 
 Photographs 
 Paintings 

 Physical Objects 
 Moving Images 
 Audio recordings 
 Oral histories 
 Manuscripts and 

Archival 
Documents 

 
 

 

 Cultural heritage materials 

 Mostly US history and culture, but international collections too 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Broadly categorize our content as cultural heritage materials – embracing the breadth that this entails, including media listed here and more.  Exploring options for representing ebooks and [more] newspapers in the future

Since the institutions we pull from are all based in the United States, much of the collection represents US history and culture

BUT we are not limited to American history.  So if you think of the kinds of things that might be located in University Library special collections or major institutions like the Smithsonian museums, you can also imagine that there is a significant international scope



+ 
What does it offer? 

National and local sources 

Selected, vetted and described by 
information professionals 
 

+ + + 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unique opportunity for researchers/users of all kinds

Combines local and national resources

And opens up the possibility of connecting to “local” stories from all over the country.

All of the resources that are in our database come from other institutions where they have been reviewed by information professionals so content is vetted and reliable (v. Google search).
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Image: Minnesota Historical Society via Minnesota Digital Library 

DPLA’s purpose is to amplify the signals 
of partner collections on the web 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All of the contributing institutions still have their own websites and often their own ways of displaying these digital resources, 

so DPLA is here to provide more exposure to these important cultural heritage collections 
one of our primary goals is to get their stuff used
connecting the content with the audiences we know are out there an interested in it.

http://dp.la/item/23398ed0bb516b2f1077cbe80a6d1442




+ Our Goals: 
Enrich the research experience for users 

 

Image: TWA Airline Route Map, 1948, David Rumsey 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
AND DPLA opens up the opportunity to search all of these institutions‘ collections at the same time and all of the possibilities for discovery and learning that this allows.

Map - http://dp.la/item/08aae1918f8ec6293d7385967182dc18
Photo (underneath) - http://dp.la/item/361b0306cfa75cf5374db8a6b0ed48d1




+ Our Goals: 
Maximize open access to cultural 

heritage resources 
 

Image: St. Louis Giants, Missouri History Museum via Missouri Hub 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://dp.la/item/300eaddba788a10b567f8a0306160935

In a free, open way. 





+ Our Goals: 
Share data so that others can 
create new ways to access this 

information too 
 

Image: Woman Operating an IBM 1620 Data Processing System, ca. 1950s 
Sourisseau Academy for State and Local History via California Digital Library  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://dp.la/item/ecd8070e9446589f490fbcf1c4edd40b

All of the data in DPLA made available through our API, allowing developers, programmers, etc. to use it to create new tools or ways of accessing, using the collections.



+ 
What is DPLA? 

 4 P’s of DPLA 
PARTNERS 
PORTAL 
PLATFORM 
PUBLIC Option 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
<PAUSE FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT HUBS or PARTNER NETWORK>


Next, let’s look at some of the ways users can interact with the site.



+ A Portal for Research: https://dp.la 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Home page, find us at DP.LA

Want to start off by taking a look at the research experience – simple search, enter key word(s)

Sample search term “transcontinental railroad”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Search results: 299

Left panels allow you to refine results by format, contributing institution, partner, place, date, language, subject term.

Right: Search results – interesting mix (object, photo, text, painting)

DPLA search will favor the title over the other areas of the item record although it does search everything.  Metadata matters – will impact discoverability.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Item record page.

URL or thumbnail for full item on the owning institution website.

PA Digital one of our newest hubs.

Also note the orange Save and Share buttons
Anyone can create a free account that allows you to save specific items, searchers or lists of items to come back to later – around specific topic or research question for example.
Share allows for Social media sharing



+ A Resource for Learning 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another way we want to engage users with the site, the collections, and the portal is as an education resource.

We think of that education audience broadly – yes students and teachers, but also broad interested general public – a “pathway in” to the collections.

Will be talking a bit about Primary Source Sets and Exhibitions

NOTE: where you see Primary Source Sets here is a slider on the site.  If it’s not there when you access the site, use the Education dropdown menu.



+ Primary Source Sets 

 

 
 

dp.la/primary-source-sets 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dedicated education resources developed over the past year for students and teachers.

Came out of a year-long research project about how DPLA could best fit into broad educational landscape, resulting in the following findings:
Create resources for students and teachers
Get core input from educators in grades 6-14
Use primary source sets to contextualize source highlights for a topic

Currently 100 sets on topics in history, literature, and culture by DPLA Education staff and 10 teachers on Education Advisory Committee
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Set page includes – 

Overview of the topic
Student-friendly text and captions
10-15 sources with captions
Teaching Guide



+ Primary Source Sets: dp.la/primary-source-sets  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Item page differs from search page in a couple of key ways –
Brings up full size image or document in a zoomable or scrollable viewer.
Cues for interpretation 
trimmed down metadata to be more student-friendly



+ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each set also has a teaching guide with suggested discussion questions, at least one classroom activity specifically related to the sources in the set.

On the right, there are some standard questions and prompts for how to analyze primary sources as well as links to great analysis tools from the National Archives and Library of Congress.



+ Exhibitions 

dp.la/exhibitions 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Like the Primary Source Sets, the exhibitions are curated, mini-collections of content from across DPLA around particular topics.

Broad audience appeal – works for teachers and students, but also general public.



+ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Like the primary source sets, the exhibits are a great pathway in to a particular set of resources at DPLA.

More heavily curated 

Themes / chapters – each with several highlighted items within these themes.




+ Explore by place and time 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another set of tools for users of the portal to browse or explore the collections are the Map and Timeline features. 



+ 
Map 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Map feature shows content based on where it represents, not where it came from.

Can browse whole collection,
limit by format or contributing institution, for example
or show search results from a key word search on the map.



+ 
Timeline 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timeline feature is similar, but represents collections by date.

Example – browse all items from 1968.



+ 
What is DPLA? 

 4 P’s of DPLA 
PARTNERS 
PORTAL 
PLATFORM 
PUBLIC Option 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
<PAUSE FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT PORTAL, EDUCATION, EXHIBITS, BROWSING>

Next, briefly share DPLA as a platform to build upon using our data.



+ A Platform to Build Upon 



+ 

dp.la/info/developers/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples of apps developed using our API

Center – Color Browse



+ 
Color Browse app 



+ 
Language Visualization from books  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This app visualizes the least common languages of books and periodicals in DPLA.



+ 
DPLA by State and County 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This app takes the geocoding farther than our map allows so users can see results concentration by county.



+ 
What is DPLA? 

 4 P’s of DPLA 
PARTNERS 
PORTAL 
PLATFORM 
A strong advocate for 

a PUBLIC Option 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The final ‘P’ is a bit of a stretch – but it’s that we are 

a strong advocate for a public option for access to cultural heritage 
that we support opening access to cultural heritage content as widely as possible.
Active part of movement towards open access, open education resources and more.
DPLA is committed to providing free, public access to cultural heritage content as a nonprofit institution as an alternative to Google, for example, which is doing amazing things, but is still a corporation.


One of our recently launched initiatives in support of this work is…



+ RightsStatements.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Developed in collaboration with Europeana to establish a set of clear, streamlined statements to communicate copyright status and reuse guidelines for online cultural heritage.

Emerged from 20,000+ different rights statements in DPLA – many unclear for users and many out-of-sync with copyright law




+ RightsStatements.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Works by URI
Some are clearly for European Union




+ RightsStatements.org 

dp.la/info/get-involved/workshops/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the site, each statement has a concise description about what they mean and when they should be applied.

To learn more about this project, visit rightsstatements.org or check out recent two-part workshop recordings and slides on our website.



+ 
What’s next? 

 Expanding the hub network and adding more content 

 National library ebooks strategy 
 Open eBooks app, openebooks.net 
 DPLA Ebooks Working Group, dp.la/info/get-involved/dpla-ebooks/ 

 Newspapers 

 Continued education and curation work 

 Hydra in a Box, hydrainabox.projecthydra.org/ 

 International Image Interoperability 
Framework,dp.la/info/2016/05/10/dpla-and-iiif 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hydra in a Box – we are working with Stanford University and DuraSpace to build, bundle, and promote a feature-rich, robust, flexible digital repository system that is easy to install, configure and maintain that will work for institutions large and small.

IIIF – working with hubs to provide improved access to full size image content 

http://dp.la/info/get-involved/dpla-ebooks/
http://hydrainabox.projecthydra.org/
http://dp.la/info/2016/05/10/dpla-and-iiif/


+ 
Thank you! 

Digital Public Library of America 
http://dp.la | info@dp.la | @DPLA 
 
Samantha Gibson  
samantha@dp.la | @samanthadg24  
 
 
 
 
 

 
dp.la/info/get-involved/follow/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stay in touch 
Find us on social media
Join mailing list(s) to stay in the loop


http://dp.la
mailto:education@dp.la
mailto:samantha@dp.la


+ 

 

Questions? 
 
 
 
 
 

 


	Slide Number 1
	Introduction to the Digital Public Library of America
	What is DPLA?
	What is DPLA?
	A Network of Partners
	What does it offer?
	What does it offer?
	DPLA’s purpose is to amplify the signals of partner collections on the web
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	What is DPLA?
	A Portal for Research: https://dp.la
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	A Resource for Learning
	Primary Source Sets
	Slide Number 18
	Primary Source Sets: dp.la/primary-source-sets 
	Slide Number 20
	Exhibitions
	Slide Number 22
	Explore by place and time
	Map
	Timeline
	What is DPLA?
	A Platform to Build Upon
	Slide Number 28
	Color Browse app
	Language Visualization from books 
	DPLA by State and County
	What is DPLA?
	RightsStatements.org
	RightsStatements.org
	RightsStatements.org
	What’s next?
	Thank you!
	Slide Number 38

