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Overview 
• Assessment through Visualization 
• Tableau as Assessment tool 
• Examples of Tableau Usage 
• Process 
• Results 
• Lessons Learned 
• Future Application 



Collection Assessment through 
Visualization 

• Decision Making 
• Used to identify coverage gaps including 

subjects, dates, geographic locations, and 
resource types 

• Uncover trends & patterns 
• Use of emerging technology: Tableau 
• Used for information policy 



Advantages of Tableau 
• Interactive data visualizations 

–Filtering capabilities layers of data 
• Quickly analyze data 
• Data becomes less abstract 
• Information discovery 
• Enables creativity 



Interworks, Accessible: https://www.interworks.com/resources/viz-gallery/10432 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
InterWorks’ Drawing Tool was used to map out each subway line. You can check it out under the Desktop powertools for Tableau: www.powertoolsfortableau.com 



Ohio State University Libraries, Accessible: http://go.osu.edu/OSUL_ResearchServicesDashboard 



University of Washington Libraries, Accessible: http://tabsoft.co/2fB7OJ8 



Process 
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Challenges - Unclean Data 



Technical Reports by State 



Technical Reports by State & Year 



Technical Reports by State & Year 



Lessons Learned 
• Need data consistency 
• Training is necessary 

http://www.tableau.com/learn/training 

• Tableau vs ArcGIS Online 

http://www.tableau.com/learn/training


ArcGIS Online 



Mapping Tools Comparison 
Tableau ArcGIS Online 

Ease of Use Easy Medium 

Data Clean data needed or it will not 
import at all 

Clean data needed or it 
won’t import properly 

Geocoding • Unnecessary for our analysis 
• Tableau automatically recognizes country 

names, state/province names, city names, 
and area codes for many countries world 
wide. 

• However, if you have street addresses, those 
need to be geocoded 

• Had to batch geocode before 
importing excel file Used 
Batch Geocoding online 

• ArcGIS has World Geocoding 
Service but you must have a 
subscription 

Analysis Have ability to create various 
graphs AND maps 

More for spatial analytics 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tableau offers specific instructions on how to complete a custom geocode for street addresses: http://onlinehelp.tableau.com/current/pro/desktop/en-us/custom_geocoding.html
Batch Geocoding: http://www.findlatitudeandlongitude.com/batch-geocode/#.WD5hZfkrLIW 



Future ideas / uses 
• Expand to all NTL collection 
• Look at different ways to view the data / add 

dimensions; perhaps by transportation 
subjects 

• NTL ROSA P/ TRB TRID overlap 



Thank You! 

 
 

Questions? 
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