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What to expect

 Less learning a topic and more discovering resources

 Quick-paced

 ABCD’s (Agencies, Bureaus, Commissions, and 
Departments)

 Lots of examples

 Hopefully, something new

 No need to dig! We did the searching for you!

 Starting at the cabinet level and working down (You’ll 
see what I mean in just a moment)



Department of 
Health and 

Human 
Services



Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention

 CDC-INFO On Demand – Publications 

 https://wwwn.cdc.gov/pubs/CDCInfoOnDemand.aspx

 Publications: articles, booklets, brochures, CD/DVD’s, fact sheets, journals, posters, reports, etc.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Overall resources from the centers for disease control. Here you can find just about everything they have to offer. One of my personal favorites is the book down in the left corner called Where is Bear: A Terrific Tale for Two Year Olds. Probably not something you all might leave in the breakroom, but it’s a really fun book for our children’s librarians. But, you can see there are a LOT of things here that you can order. 

https://wwwn.cdc.gov/pubs/CDCInfoOnDemand.aspx


CDC – Travel Health

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here I chose the program “travel health” 



CDC – Travel Health

International Road Safety
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/page/i
nfographics-travelers

 Can be ordered in print or 
downloaded online from the CDC 
order website (English and Spanish)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is for international road safety, because a lot of their travel materials are geared toward travel abroad. They have another one about not drinking the tap water at the fancy resort in Punta Cana or whatever foreign city where you don’t want to chance getting sick. I have to say, these infographics are really good quality and are PERFECT for printing out and putting up around the office or in a plastic holder if you need to take them along with you. They look good and are easy to understand.

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/page/infographics-travelers
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/page/infographics-travelers


CDC – ordering print publications

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s easy to order these. Just fill out the form. 



CDC – Stacks 
https://stacks.cdc.gov/welcome

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the portal for online publications. I find this to be more helpful for reports and other things at a higher level than say, the child development books. Here is where you can find a ton of reports, papers, etc. on a variety of topics. 

https://stacks.cdc.gov/welcome


CDC - Stacks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are the collections that they have. And I want to highlight 2 of them. 



CDC - Stacks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first one is the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report. 



CDC - Stacks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When I searched “unintentional injury” in that collection, I was able to narrow it down to accidents and 2017, which was the most current year they had. 



CDC - Stacks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When you look at one of the items, you can email it, print it, do whatever you want. They even tell you it’s in the public domain. 



CDC - Stacks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The other collection I want to highlight is the Public Health Reports. You can see there are almost 13 thousand reports. Not sure if you can see that, but some of the publications go back over a hundred years. There’s a tiny 1804 at the end of the section.  



CDC - Stacks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Again, I did a search for the word highway and sorted it by publication date. 



CDC - Stacks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Of course, the oldest one in the list happens to be about a quarantine in 1894. Clearly the term “highway” has had a few different meanings over the years. One of the reasons I highlighted the public health reports collection was to show you the value of some of the historic publications. There are reports from the 50s and 60s on vehicle safety that could be useful when making a “then and now” type of comparison in a report or paper. 



Food and Drug Administration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Normally I talk about FDA publications, I mean this page here. We get a bunch of pamphlets on everything from cosmetics and tattoos to pregnancy and menopause. These come from the Office of Women’s Health. But today I’m going to look at something a bit different. 



FDA Guidance Documentation 
and Regulatory Information -
https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-regulation-food-and-
dietary-supplements/guidance-documents-regulatory-
information-topic-food-and-dietary-supplements

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Regulations!!Everyone’s favorite, right? Yeah, I know. But if you look at the first link under 2020, you can see TRANSPORTATION. So, instead of pulling out the CFR, you can find most of the regulations here.  If this stuff isn’t new, forgive me. I’m used to the broader topic of government documents, and I’m tailoring this to transportation related things, like refrigerated trucks. Again, you can narrow by year or by topic. 

https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-regulation-food-and-dietary-supplements/guidance-documents-regulatory-information-topic-food-and-dietary-supplements
https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-regulation-food-and-dietary-supplements/guidance-documents-regulatory-information-topic-food-and-dietary-supplements
https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-regulation-food-and-dietary-supplements/guidance-documents-regulatory-information-topic-food-and-dietary-supplements


FDA – Sanitation and 
Transportation 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One of those topics on the side is sanitation and transportation guidance and regulatory information. Here you can find guides for specific things like fruit, or chemicals, vehicle security, animal feed, etc. 



Department 
of Labor

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Moving right along through the regulations, 



Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration

 Publications

 https://www.osha.gov/pls/publications/publication.html

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ll start with OSHA from DOL. There are a lot of great resources available here. 

https://www.osha.gov/pls/publications/publication.html


Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you search by topic, transportation has its own category. You can download them easily and most come in multiple languages. 



Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s one of the publications that you can order. 



Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You thought we were done with regulations. Nope, it’s the government and they’re everywhere. Here you can find not just laws and regs, but standards as well. I wanted to point this out because there’s a ton of good information here. 



Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can filter by year, but you can also choose a number from the CFR Title 29. I also wanted to point out that you can subscribe to the RSS feed. There was only one issued for 2020, so I’m not sure how frequent the emails are, but it’s a nice option. 



Department 
of Homeland 

Security



Department of Homeland 
Security

 Publications Library

 https://www.dhs.gov/publications

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Homeland Security has a surprising amount of free stuff. I didn’t include it on this presentation, but they have a full kit of citizenship materials that you can get for FREE. 

https://www.dhs.gov/publications


Department of Homeland 
Security

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
They also have a section on transportation security. I’m not sure how much of that applies to you because it tends to lean towards air travel in general and international travel. But it’s there. 



Department of Homeland 
Security

 Brochures

 https://www.dhs.gov/publications-library/collections/brochures

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a list of brochures, and I want to call attention to that last one, “What is the Blue Campaign?” 

https://www.dhs.gov/publications-library/collections/brochures


DHS – Blue Campaign
 Publications

 https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/library

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Blue Campaign is their human trafficking program. I know a lot of states have their own, but this is a nice, uniform national campaign with images and messages that can be recognized across state lines.

https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/library


DHS – Blue Campaign
 Ordering Print Publications 

 https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/request-materials

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Any other time, you would be able to order those posters and kits. But thanks to Covid 19, you won’t be able to until at least next year. 

https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/request-materials


DHS – Blue Campaign: Posters

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I emphasize posters for a reason. They catch your attention, they’re usually a quick read, and you can read a large audience with just one or two. 



DHS – Blue Campaign
REST AREAS!! 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is one of the best places to put those posters. Here is the map for the rest stops here in Ohio, and they are maintained by ODOT. I have personally visited at least 15 of these and can attest to the them having good walls to hang posters. It’s not always easy to get into the TAs or Pilots along the road, but the rest areas are public, and state controlled. 



Department 
of 

Commerce



National Weather Service
 Publications

 https://www.weather.gov/owlie/publication_brochures

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Switching gears a bit, lets look at the National Weather Service. 

https://www.weather.gov/owlie/publication_brochures


National Weather Service
ONLINE ONLY!!!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Big surprise, their budget doesn’t allow for print publication ordering. BUT you can always download them to print on your own. 



National Weather Service
 Publications

 https://www.weather.gov/owlie/publication_brochures

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If we go back to that list, you can find brochures on winter storms, one of the many topics they have listed. 

https://www.weather.gov/owlie/publication_brochures


National Weather Service

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Alright, if you’re in the Carolina’s, or the southwest, or anywhere that it’s warm and sunny all year round, this won’t apply to you. But if you’re curious about this thing we call snow up north, this is a great image. When I saw this, I could have sworn that photo was taken here in Cleveland. Actually, it looks just like the university I attended and worked at for a while. That would have been me, standing in a foot of snow, trying to get to class. Sometimes, when it’s a beautiful summer day, you need a reality check. Winter is coming. That’s not just a Game of Thrones thing. I have 2 words for that – LAKE EFFECT SNOW!



National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
 Photo Library https://www.photolib.noaa.gov/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, nerd jokes aside. This is a really cool website. They don’t have publications to order, per say, but they have a lot of cool images that you can download and put in your next presentation. It’ll look like you paid for Getty Images when you got them for free!

https://www.photolib.noaa.gov/


NOAA Photo Library

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One of the collections is the “coral kingdom” so I wanted to take a peek at the Caribbean Seas. Of course, they would split the pictures into vertebrates and invertebrates. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
They are absolutely gorgeous photos. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are from some of the other collections. Just beautiful. 



I need a little bit of this in 
my life because in a few 
months…



We’re back to this in CLE. 

Sarah trying to just get to the 
warm, dry library on a random 
day in February.

No, not me. But I’ve been there many, many, many, many, many times. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Again, these are from the NOAA photo collections. No, that’s not me. That’s not even Cleveland. BUT I can’t tell you how many times I’ve trudged through downtown, fighting the wind, just to get to work. 



OK
Back to the publications



National Institute of 
Standards and Technology

 Publications

 https://www.nist.gov/publications

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A quick look at NIST publications. 

https://www.nist.gov/publications


National Institute of 
Standards and Technology

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
They have a section on transportation, but for this search I went to the construction and building topic. I searched for the term bridge and immediately found an article on drilling for concrete bridge decks. I don’t know how often you need to put together a list of resources for questions regarding best practices or current studies on a particular topic. I have to remind myself that transportation is more than just vehicles. I should know better. We joke that Ohio has 2 seasons – winter and orange barrel. 



National Institute of 
Standards and Technology

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is that paper on bridge decks and drilling. Honestly, it’s over my head. BUT as you can see, you can download it to your computer for free!



National Institute of 
Standards and Technology

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If we go back to the NIST home page, you can see what other resources they have under the services and resources tab at the top. If you need to look for standards or other things like weights and measurements. 



National Institute of 
Standards and Technology

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Back on that first page, if you click on the Labs and Major Programs tab, you can see a lot more on what they’re working on. 



NIST – Physical Measurements 
Laboratory
Applied Physics Division
https://www.nist.gov/pml/applied-physics-division 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the physical measurements lab. On the left you can see the Applied Physics Division. I think you might be able to find some relevant research here. 

https://www.nist.gov/pml/applied-physics-division


NIST – Physical Measurements 
Laboratory 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is all very much above my head and gives me flashbacks to high school physics. But if you are working on a structural study, maybe partnered with a university, you might be interested in the world of nanostructures.  



NIST – Standards.gov 
Training https://www.nist.gov/federal-agency-training

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Just like the other databases, you can find all sorts of good stuff from standards.gov. However, I want to call attention to the FREE training that they offer for government employees. 

https://www.nist.gov/federal-agency-training


Government 
Publishing

Office



GPO – Online Catalog 
https://catalog.gpo.gov/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the Government Publishing office catalog. It’s a little small, so I enlarged the blue box at the top. I’m going to show you the electronic titles list. The Gov eBooks are few and far between because GPO doesn’t have a lot of files in the epub format. 

https://catalog.gpo.gov/


GPO – Online Catalog

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the list of electronic titles added this month. On the right, you might be able to see the tiny print. But they have persistent URLs, which is handy when it comes to sharing and accessing later. 



GPO – Online Catalog
https://www.fdlp.gov/free-catalog-records-through-cgp-on-github 
(GitHub Tutorial)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s a full record for the Census title about delays due to Covid-19. Up at the top, you can add a title to your bookshelf to remember it for later. I also want to point out that each record has an OCLC number attached if you want to add it to your catalog. You can also find GPO records on GitHub. I’m not very familiar with that, but the link on top is a tutorial on that. 

https://www.fdlp.gov/free-catalog-records-through-cgp-on-github


GPO – Online Catalog

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Once you have a decent list of what you want, you can select them and click the teeny tiny little email link. You can send the full records, or just a portion of each. 



Federal Depository Library Program
https://www.fdlp.gov/2020-fdl-conference

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I’m not going to go through all of the FDLP but in a nutshell they are the arm of the GPO that is responsible for making sure people have access to federal documents via libraries like ours. Everything they have is FREE, including the upcoming fall conference. It’s completely virtual this year, but when we get to meet in person again, you can register to go for free. It’s always at the Crystal City Double Tree Hotel in DC, well, Arlington technically. And even if you weren’t able to make it in person, most of the sessions are offered as a live webinar. Speaking of free webinars:

https://www.fdlp.gov/2020-fdl-conference


FDLP Academy – Training Repository 
https://www.fdlp.gov/fdlp-academy/fdlp-academy-
training-repository

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the FDLP academy training repository, which is where they keep recordings of the latest webinars. They cover all topics and are given by agencies, GPO staff, and even FDLP librarians like myself. I just did a version of this webinar for them in early April, but it covered a broader range. 

https://www.fdlp.gov/fdlp-academy/fdlp-academy-training-repository
https://www.fdlp.gov/fdlp-academy/fdlp-academy-training-repository


FDLP Academy – Training Repository 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are great. You can just watch them in your browser. If you need proof for professional development, you can request a certificate to show you watched it. It’s a really great way to delve into all of the resources I’ve mentioned today. You can also see the speaker and get their contact info if you want to see more or are interested to see if they can present for your staff. 



FDLP News and Events

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you want to know when those webinars are happening live, subscribe to the email announcements. Live webinars are done on Cisco WebEx, in case you need to install it. 



Non-
Government 
Resources



National Academies of Science, 
Engineering, and Medicine
https://www.nationalacademies.org/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thanks to the reference questions I’ve gotten in the last few months, I am now familiar with the National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine. You learn by doing, right?

https://www.nationalacademies.org/


National Academies Press (NAP)
https://www.nap.edu/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is from the home page. There’s a ton of stuff about coronavirus on there as well, so I scrolled down to some regular titles. 

https://www.nap.edu/


National Academies Press (NAP)
https://www.nap.edu/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As you can see, this is a publication from the Transportation Research Board, but it’s FREE to download. You can pay for it if you want the book. You’d be surprised what they have for free from their press website. 

https://www.nap.edu/


Hathi Trust
 https://www.hathitrust.org/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, I probably don’t need to tell a group of librarians about HathiTrust. I’m just doing my due diligence. 

https://www.hathitrust.org/


Hathi Trust

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s a little anecdote of mine about a different title. A couple years ago I was helping a patron find a very specific treaty between the US and Germany regarding something like types of aircraft. Anyway, we were supposed to have it on the shelf, according to our catalog. But I couldn’t find it. No worries, it was digitized online – easy peasy just print and go. Welp, only if you want to do that page by page. What ha’ happened was… even though this was a government publication, you couldn’t download the entire things all at once. Michigan State or whatever university uploaded it has a lock on it for members only. Of course, I filed a complaint on the “contact us” email. This is government information, FREE TO THE PEOPLE. The answer I got just danced around it, saying that it was a common practice for them to limit things to members and they weren’t sure about the rules regarding federal materials and they would get back to me. Which they never did. So, lesson learned. 1 – have better cataloging records. And 2 – you might have to jump through a few hoops to get what you need. 



Linda Hall Library
 https://www.lindahall.org/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Linda Hall library is a non-academic science and engineering library. They have a TON of standards, papers, you name it, both in print and digital. Also, they’re a fellow patent library and have super awesome staff that work there. 

https://www.lindahall.org/


Linda Hall Library

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
They have a great online catalog. 



Linda Hall Library
 Difficult to Find Engineering Papers

 https://www.lindahall.org/reference/searchpapers/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
But I want to take a quick detour. They have a whole section dedicated to stuff we just can’t find. So if someone if looking for a random paper that was presented at a random conference on the melting point of various metals under certain pressure conditions, here’s where to go if you get stuck. 

https://www.lindahall.org/reference/searchpapers/


Linda Hall Library
 Collections https://www.lindahall.org/collections/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
They also have some great online collections. I tried to blow up the list there. It says that they bought the entire American Academy of Arts and Sciences library, including the rare books, in 1946. They also have the collections of the Engineering Society Library, with publications from the 5 founding organizations. American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME)American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE)Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE)American Institute of Mining, Metallurgical, and Petroleum Engineers (AIME)Yeah, they have a LOT. 

https://www.lindahall.org/collections/


American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers
 Digital Collection https://asmedigitalcollection.asme.org/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Speaking of those societies, ASME also has a lot of their publications online and most of them are free. Some you may have to purchase depending on what it is. They also have a standards collection, but it’s not free. However, WE also have a standards collection at CPL, and are happy to send you copies of what you need. You can email scitech@cpl.org or me. My info is in the last slide. 

https://asmedigitalcollection.asme.org/


ASME
 Topics https://asmedigitalcollection.asme.org/pages/topic-collections

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
They also have collections by topic. Not pictured down at the bottom is the section for transportation. 

https://asmedigitalcollection.asme.org/pages/topic-collections


Unlikely Places 
With Surprisingly 
Good Resources 



Pinterest

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Infographics are great when you want to look professional but not boring. You can find some decent ones there from reputable sources. 



YouTube

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You’d be surprised who is on YouTube these days. By the way, the engineers over at NIST are fire bugs. They have videos and photos of just setting things on fire to see what happens. I can’t imagine what they were like as teenagers. At least they got to direct all of that energy to something positive. 



Instagram

Sarah Follows:
@USGPO
@hhsgov
@uspto
@energy
@uscensusbureau

@tsa
@Smithsonian
@NASA
@USDA
@bea

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Yup, the government is on Insta. I don’t have twitter on here, because I just don’t have the time to keep up with twitter. Pretty much every agency, bureau, commission, and department – those ABCD’s have a twitter account. 



Questions? 
Sarah Dobransky

Cleveland Public Library

General Research Collections Manager (interim)

Sarah.dobransky@cpl.org

mailto:Sarah.dobransky@cpl.org
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