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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The mission of the Free Library of Philadelphia is to advance literacy, guide learning, and inspire curiosity. We do this in all of our 54 locations, including Parkway Central Library, which is located on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway. People visit from all over the world to see our beautiful building and to use our subject departments and special collections.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Special Collections at Parkway Central Library include the Children’s Literature Research Collection, the Map Collection, Music Collections, which includes the Fleisher Collection of Orchestral Music, the Rare Book Department, the Theatre Collection, and the Print and Picture Collection.



Print and Picture Collection

Parkway Central Library
1901 Vine Street, Second Floor

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Website: www.freelibrary.org/pix
Email: erefpix@freelibrary.org

http://www.freelibrary.org/pix
mailto:erefpix@freelibrary.org


Map Collection

Parkway Central Library
1901 Vine Street, Second Floor

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Website: www.freelibrary.org/maps
Email: erefmap@freelibrary.org

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I’m Megan MacCall, curator of the Map Collection. I come to the Collection with a background in art history and museum studies, and experience in preservation, exhibitions, and collection management.
I’ve been managing the Map Collection for just over 4 years. The collection comprises 130,000 maps from all over the world, with emphasis on Philadelphia and the Greater Philadelphia region. The Collection also has a large collection of gazetteers, reference books, historical travel books, and a modest collection of globes.
Most people who use the collection are researching the history of buildings (often home owners or historic preservationists), researching family history, or researching property and infrastructure developments in Philadelphia. Though I love featuring other, lesser known aspects of the Collection in exhibitions and programs.
The timespan covered by the Collection is roughly the 18th century through the present, and topics covered include things like: travel, earth sciences, literature, world’s fairs, and of course, transportation.


http://www.freelibrary.org/maps
mailto:erefpix@freelibrary.org


City of Philadelphia

Portraiture of the City of 
Philadelphia in the Province of 
Pennsylvania in America
1683
Thomas Holme
Digital ID: MHOLAA00001
Map Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MM




City of Philadelphia

Burk & McFetridge
Philadelphia in 1886
1886
Digital ID: MBMFAA00004
Map Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MM




Streetcars and Trolleys

Horse-drawn Streetcar: Ridge Avenue Depot
No date
The London Stereoscopic Company
Digital ID: pdcc00932
Print and Picture Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MM




Streetcars and Trolleys

G.M. Hopkins
Map of Philadelphia [Horse Car Routes]
1875
Digital ID: MAP00000187
Map Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MM




Streetcars and Trolleys

Trolleys on Market Street
December 21, 1907
Digital ID: pdcsm00358
Print and Picture Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Horse-drawn streetcars evolved to electrified trolleys (map and photos of trolleys)
Burk & McFetridge map—shows development of “streetcar suburbs”; industry; popularity of perspective (or bird’s eye view) images




Trains and Subways

Publicity Department, Pennsylvania Railroad
Broad Street Station After Fire
1923
Digital ID: pdcp01086
Print and Picture Collection

Pennsylvania Railroad Station, Market Street west 
at Penn Square
1889
Digital ID: pdcl00158
Print and Picture Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Private Companies (64 different ones?) merged into Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company, which became Philadelphia Transportation Company, predecessor of SEPTA (1965)
Broad Street Station under construction, fire, Chinese wall (photos in case and aerial photo)
Development of subway system, though not as extensive as depicted here (time-saving map)



Trains and Subways

Philadelphia Department of City Transit 
Estimated Time Saving From Market St-Broad to 8th 
St. by Recommended Rapid Transit Lines
1914
Digital ID: MDCTAA00001
Map Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Development of subway system, though not as extensive as depicted here

https://libwww.freelibrary.org/digital/item/zoom/44143


Cars

Philadelphia’s First Expressway
1949
Philadelphia City Planning Commission
Digital ID: MAP00000188
Map Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MM



Cars

Russell C. Hamilton, photographer
Traffic Jam Gets Worse as Turnpike Hits City Line
1954
The Evening Bulletin
Digital ID: pdcp01085
Print and Picture Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Expressways to run parallel to rivers (I-95 is Delaware Expressway, I-76 is Schuylkill Expressway); not always efficient means of travel (“First Expressway” brochure, photo of traffic jam)
Some street plans never realized (diagonals on Hicks image; Crosstown Expressway map)



Cars

Comprehensive Plan for South Philadelphia
1961
Citizen’s Council on City Planning
Digital ID: MAP00000194
Map Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MM



Bicycles

Frank H. Taylor
L.A.W. Local Cycling Map
1897

League of American Bicyclists
Digital ID: MAP00000186a and MAP00000186b
Map Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MM



Bicycles

Frank H. Taylor
L.A.W. Local Cycling Map
1897
Digital ID: MAP00000186a and MAP00000186b
Map Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MM



Bicycles

Bicyclists on East River Drive
c. 1895
Digital ID: pdcp01082
Print and Picture Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Concurrent to these developments in transportation, bicycling remained constant
Introduced at 1876 Centennial - High-wheel, penny-farthing, Ordinary
Cycling became especially popular after the advent of the “safety bike” in the 1890s
Cycling organizations advocates for improved roads and cyclist safety measures (bike map and illustration)
Bicyclists and horse-drawn carriages once dominated East River Drive/Kelly Drive, where motorized traffic was once prohibited (picture of East River Drive)
Bikes as an environmentally-friendly means of transit during transit labor strike (picture of cyclist demonstrators) 
Schuylkill River Trail, 60+ miles- goal is Phila to Pottsville



Bicycles

Commuters' Bike Map for Philadelphia [verso]
1974
Philadelphia Bicycle Coalition
Map Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MM--can potentially delete



Digital Collections

● Initiative started in 1999 with an IMLS grant to 
digitize the U.S. Centennial Exhibition 
Collection.

● Our Digital Collection contains 52,082 images 
across six different collections (including 9,463 
from the Automobile Reference Collection).

● In the future, materials from the Automobile 
Reference Collection will not be available in our 
Digital Collection. 

www.freelibrary.org/digital

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/blog/post/4136
 We also have an extensive digital collection. Our digital collection was an initiative started in 1999 with an IMLS grant to digitize the US Centennial Exhibition Collection. The digital collection now contains 52,082 images across six different collections (including 9,463 from the Automobile Reference Collection). (In the future, materials from the Automobile Reference Collection will not be available in our Digital Collection.)  Maintaining and adding to the digital collection has not been without challenges. We’ve experienced issues with having proper equipment (only in the last two years did we acquire a Phase One camera, and we still don’t have a way to digitize oversize materials), staffing, and processing/publishing.  Future goals include: increasing staff, integrating materials into a content management system (which we have yet to buy), and buying additional equipment, which basically amounts to a Cruse scanner and perhaps some kind of 3D photography station. (https://crusescanner.us/ and https://digitization.phaseone.com/)



http://www.freelibrary.org/digital


Centennial Exhibition, 1876

From Harper’s Weekly, 
September 30, 1876
The Centennial: Balloon View of 
the Grounds
Digital ID: c190001
Print and Picture Collection

THE INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION OF ARTS, 

MANUFACTURES, 
AND PRODUCTS OF 
THE SOIL AND MINE



Centennial Exhibition, 1876

G.M. Hopkins, Surveyor
Map of Philadelphia, 1876
Digital ID: MGMHAD00005
Map Collection
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KzN_cSo1mFJasI2PpDKWoB3e6XeWuVEC/view




Centennial Exhibition, 1876

From Harper’s Weekly, May 6, 1876
Glimpse of the Centennial 
Buildings Across Girard Avenue 
Bridge
Digital ID: c180020
Print and Picture Collection



Centennial Exhibition, 1876

Map of the Centennial Grounds 
and Vicinity, Philadelphia, 
Showing the Approaches by 
Steam and Street Railways
Digital ID: c180260
Print and Picture Collection

Passenger Railroad in the 
Centennial Exhibition 

Grounds
Digital ID: c180100

Print and Picture Collection



Centennial Exhibition, 1876

Centennial Photographic Co.
Opening Day: The Orators
May 10, 1876
Digital ID: c030356
Print and Picture Collection



Centennial Exhibition, 1876

From Scientific American
The Single Railroad 
Digital ID: c150020
Print and Picture Collection

Centennial Photographic Co.
Elevated Railway

Digital ID: c062190
Print and Picture Collection



Centennial Exhibition, 1876

Ellen Eliza Fitz
Fitz Globe
1879
Ginn & Heath; Gilman Joslin
Map Collection



Centennial Exhibition, 1876

Centennial Photographic Co.
Bartholdi’s “Liberty” - Hand and Torch
Digital ID: c012025
Print and Picture Collection



Centennial Exhibition, 1876

Centennial Photographic Co.
Corliss Steam Engine
Digital ID: c024020
Print and Picture Collection



Centennial Exhibition, 1876

United States International Exhibition
Package Ticket

Digital ID: c160011 and c160012
Print and Picture Collection

Admission: Fifty Cents

Total Attendance: 9,789,392



We’d love to hear from you!

Laura Stroffolino
Print and Picture Collection
Website: freelibrary.org/pix

Email: erefpix@freelibrary.org

Megan MacCall
Map Collection

Website: freelibrary.org/maps
Email: erefmap@freelibrary.org

https://libwww.freelibrary.org/locations/departments/print-and-picture-collection
mailto:erefpix@freelibrary.org
http://www.freelibrary.org/maps
mailto:erefmap@freelibrary.org
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